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HIGHLIGHTS 


February 25-March 3, 1990 


Early in the week, arctic air settled across the 
Northeast, as 13 stations reported record-low 
temperatures for the date. Temperatures dropped into the 
teens and low 20’s F across North Carolina and dropped 
below freezing as far south as central Alabama and 
central Georgia. Gusty winds and subzero temperatures 
combined to create dangerous wind chill readings of 
-20° F to -50° F in the Northeast. At midweek, a winter 
storm moved out of the southern Rockies into the central 
and southern Plains, bringing beneficial moisture for the 
hard red winter wheat. The storm system moved slowly 
eastward during the remainder of the week, spreading 
heavy rain across the lower Mississippi Valley to the 
mid-Atlantic coast. Warm and dry weather continued to 
prevail over the North Central States and southern 
Florida. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending March 3, 1990 


RELATIVE | NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY 


PERCENT | TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 








STATES 





AND 


STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Mar 1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jan 1 
SINCE Jan 1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 

90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
.01 INCH 

OR MORE 

.50 INCH 

OR MORE 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending March 3, 1990 


RELATIVE | NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY 
PERCENT | TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending March 3, 1990 
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February Weather and Crop Summary 


HIGHLIGHTS: Storm systems spread much above-normal 
precipitation from the central and southern Plains 
to the Appalachians and Piedmont. These storms gave 
needed moisture to much of the hard red winter 
wheat but,during the middle of the month, caused 
severe weather, tornadoes, and local flooding across 
the Gulf Coast States. Heavy snows also brought 
needed moisture to portions of the Intermountain 
Plateau and Rockies. Dry weather continued to 
Plague much of the North Central States and southern 
Florida. Unseasonably warm weather prevailed over 
much of the eastern two-thirds of the Nation for the 
second month in a row. Blasts of arctic air, 
however, plunged into the Central States in mid- 
February and into the Eastern States at month's end. 
Temperatures dropped below freezing across central 
Alabama and central Georgia on the 26th. 


FEBRUARY 1-3: A frontal system caused moderate to 
heavy rain from eastern. Texas, across’ the 
Mississippi Valley, and into the Northeast and 
spread snow across the central Plains into the upper 
Great Lakes. Winter storms battered the Pacific 
Northwest with strong wind and precipitation, and 
brought heavy snow to the southwest. 


FEBRUARY 4-10: Unseasonable warmth persisted over 
the eastern two-thirds of the Nation, where 
temperatures ranged from 6 to 18° Fahrenheit (F) 
above normal. Record-high temperatures for the date 
were broken from the Dakotas to the Atlantic coast. 
Near- to below-normal temperatures remained in the 
Great Basin and Southwest, while bitter polar air 
settled over interior Alaska. Temperatures dropped 
to -45° F degrees at Fairbanks and -58° F at Fort 
Yukon. Wet and windy weather continued throughout 
the week across the Pacific Northwest. During the 
latter part of the week, a strong frontal system 
brought severe weather to the Southeast as 
thunderstorms spawned at least 13 tornadoes. The 
system spread heavy rain from the lower Mississippi 
Valley to the northern and middle Atlantic coast. 
Dry conditions prevailed over the Great Plains and 
western Corn Belt. 


FEBRUARY 11-17: Winter returned to the northern and 
central Plains, as arctic air plunged south and 
reversed the warm spell of the last 2 months. The 
week started with above-normal temperatures 
throughout most of the country and heavy rains 
across portions of Florida. The cold air spread 
southward into the central Plains on Wednesday and 
spawned widespread precipitation across’ the 
Mississippi Valley. The Plains received 2-8 inches 
of snow, with higher amounts in northern Illinois. 
The snow cover protected much of the Plains' winter 
wheat from the subsequent low temperatures. Even 
Arizona and California remained unscathed as 


freezing temperatures were reported throughout that 
area. 


San Francisco reported light snow on Wednesday. 
Though the snow immediately melted, it was the first 
there since 1976. The temperature at Fresno, CA, 
on Thursday morning was 24° F, a _ record-low 
temperature for the date. Warm air overrunning the 
cold air produced a band of freezing rain from 
Kansas to New England on Thursday. Severe weather, 


heavy rain, and local flooding affected portions of 
the lower Mississippi Valley and the Southeast on 
Friday. Beneficial rain of 1-2 inches fell across 
southern California on Saturday. 


FEBRUARY 18-24: Early in the week, heavy rain fell 
across the Delta and Southeast, while a winter storm 
spread snow over the central and southern Plateau, 
Rockies, and into the High Plains. At midweek, 
showers gave beneficial precipitation to the hard 
red winter wheat region in the central and southern 
Plains. Frontal systems then spread substantial 
rain and snow across the lower and wmiddle 
Mississippi Valley to the Atlantic seaboard. Heavy 
rain caused local flooding in the Gulf Coast States 
and snow blanketed the Great Lakes, eastern Corn 
Belt, and Northeast. Record-low temperatures for 
the date were reported along the Pacific Coast 
States early in the week, while record-high 
temperatures occurred along the Atlantic Coast 
States during the latter part of the week. By 
Saturday, however, cold arctic air moved into the 
eastern half of the Nation, dumping heavy snow on 
much of the Northeast and bringing the lowest 
temperatures since December into the region. 


FEBRUARY 25-28: Cold arctic air continued to invade 
the Atlantic seaboard as freezing temperatures 
dipped into central Georgia and 13 stations reported 
record-low temperatures on the 26th. At month's 
end, a winter storm moved out of the southern 
Rockies and brought heavy rain and snow to much of 
the hard red winter wheat in the central and 
southern Plains. 


FIELDWORK 


Land preparation for the 1990 cotton crop was 
active in Arizona and California during February. 
By the end of the month, cotton planting was 
underway in Arizona. Rain and wet field conditions 
slowed land preparation in the Delta, Southeast, and 
eastern Corn Belt during February. By the end of 
February, corn planting was underway in Florida, 
Georgia, and Texas. Sorghum planting began in 
portions of Texas near the end of the month. 
Tobacco bed preparation and seeding were active, as 
weather permitted, in the Southeast during the 
month. 


WINTER WHEAT 


Precipitation and above-normal temperatures 
promoted winter wheat growth in the central and 
southern Great Plains during February. The northern 
Great Plains remained dry during most of the month. 
Lack of snow cover concerned producers. In Montana, 
winter wheat was fair to good. About mid-February, 
blowing soil caused some damage. Greenbugs caused 
some problems in the Blacklands and central Texas. 
In the Corn Belt and Southeast, winter wheat was 
mostly good. Periodic snows protected the crop from 
cold weather in Michigan. In western Oregon and 
Washington, winter wheat was good to excellent, but 
the eastern areas needed additional moisture. Cool 


weather slowed winter wheat growth in California 
late in the month. 
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February Weather in Historical Perspective 


February 1990 was mild and wet across much of the 
country. National temperatures about 3° F degrees 
above normal made this the 15th warmest February on 
record, according to preliminary data. (fig.1) The 
precipitation index places this February as the 
23rd wettest on record (fig. 2). Regional rankings 
show the unusual warmth across the eastern half of 
the country and unusual cold in the West (table 1). 
February 1990 ranked as the third warmest February 
on record in the Southeast. The South had the 
third wettest February on record, while the West 
North Central region had the third driest February. 


The year so far has been unusually mild. The 
January-February mean temperature ranks 1990 as the 


Figure 1 


warmest January-February period on record (fig. 3). 
This follows the fourth coldest December. The 
smooth line in figure 3 is a nine-point binomial 
filter that averages the year-to-year fluctuations 
and shows the longer term variations. It indicates 
that the last 10 years have seen a slow warming 
since the extreme cold of the late 1970's. 


The last 2 months have been unusually wet across 
much of the primary hard red winter wheat region. 
Though this has lessened the moisture shortfall 
during the current season, the extreme dryness of 
October-December 1989 makes the combined October- 
February precipitation still well below the long- 
term average (fig. 4). 
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TABLE 1. TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION RANKINGS FOR 
FEB 1990, BASED ON THE PERIOD 1895-1990. 
1 = DRIEST/COLDEST, 96 = WETTEST/HOTTEST. 


PRECIPITATION TEMPERATURE 





NORTHEAST 49 86 
EAST NORTH CENTRAL 41 80 
CENTRAL 91 90 


SOUTHEAST 69 94 
WEST NORTH CENTRAL 3 74 
SOUTH 94 85 


SOUTHWEST 45 48 


NORTHWEST 25 36 
WEST 37 18 


Figure 4 


PRIMARY HARD RED WINTER WHEAT BELT PRECIPITATION 
OCTOBER-FEBRUARY, 1895-96 to 1989-90 
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DEPARTURE OF AVERAGE TEMPERATURE FROM NORMAL (°F ) 
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Heating Degree Days (Base 65°) For 
February 1990 


States and Depart States and Depart 
Stations TOTAL Normal Stations TOTAL yormal 





States and TOTAL Depart 
Stations Normal 





Birmingham. . 298 | -234 . Baltimore... 631 4-217 ~ Oka. City... $25 | -153 
MOULE@ . . . 186 | -156 . Boetom .... 857 | -103 pi §27 | -153 
Montgomery .. 259 |-180 Chatham... . 843 | -106 re 606 15 
. Anchorage .. . | 1715 396 . Alpena... . | 1194 | -122 ee 158 
Berrow ... . | 267 108 Detroit .... 955 | -143 Medford .... 663 30 
Fairbanks .. . | 2433 501 Prin€: :. .. ; . | 1061 | -107 Pendleton ... 752 35 
Nome. <i. = | oo 580 Grand Rapids’ . | 1026 | -130 Portland... . 641 31 
Flagstaff ae 996 36 Houghton Lake . | 1216 | -100 i ee 658 34 
Phoenix... . 253 -16 Lansing . .. .| 1062 | -106 . Allentown ... 800 | -200 
Teemeem . sk 340 53 Marquette .. . | 1308 | -112 |. A ee 879 | -241 
Winslow... . 756 11 S. Ste. Marie . | 1317 | -103 Harrisburg... 744 | -194 
Yuma. pens 210 34 . Duluth... 1398 -86 Philadelphia . . 662 | -231 
Fort Smith ony 464 |-169 Internat] Falls 1548 -65 Pittsburg ... 781 | -233 
Little Rock. . 407 |-178 Minneapolis .. | 1151 | -179 Serentom .... 881 | -189 
Bakersfield .. 432 97 Rochester . . . | 1196 | -148 . Providence... 854 | -146 
Eureka .... 541 St. Cloud... | 1281 | -155 . Charleston... 189 | -245 
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National Agricultural Summary 


February 26-March 4, 1990 


HIGHLIGHTS: 


Beneficial rains improved winter wheat 


in the central and southern Great Plains, but the 


northern Great Plains remained dry. 


Rain again 


slowed fieldwork in the Delta, where soil moisture 


was adequate to surplus. 


and southeast, soil 


In the eastern Corn Belt 
moisture was 


adequate. 


Irrigation resumed in Florida's citrus producing 


areas. 


SMALL GRAIN: Rain and above-normal temperatures 
continued to improve winter wheat condition in the 
central and southern Great Plains. In Kansas, crop 
condition was good except in the central and north- 
central area, where soil moisture was still short. 
Insect and disease problems were very light. Fields 
continued to break dormancy in the southern area. 
Warm weather and ample moisture supplies accelerated 
winter wheat growth in Oklahoma. Crop condition was 
good in Arkansas and fair to good in Missouri. Rain 
improved small grain growth in Texas. The northern 
Great Plains remained dry. In Nebraska, winter 
wheat was fair to poor. Wind damaged fields in the 
northern and western areas. Fields were breaking 
dormancy in the eastern and southeastern areas but 
were stressed by lack of moisture. In Montana, 
winter wheat was fair to good. Growth was good in 
California. Russian wheat aphid populations 
continued to increase in the Sacramento Valley. 
Producers were applying insecticides. Crop 
condition was good to fair in Washington. In 
Oregon, crop condition was fair in the east and good 
to excellent in the west. In the Corn Belt and 
Southeast, winter wheat was fair to good with 
adequate moisture supplies. The crop was breaking 
dormancy in portions of the Corn Belt. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: Rain again slowed fieldwork in 
the Delta. Corn planting began in southern Alabama 
and Mississippi. In Texas, corn and sorghum 
planting was slowed by rain. Cotton planting 
continued in Arizona. Tobacco bed preparation and 
seeding continued in the Southeast. Tobacco bed 
condition was excellent in Georgia and good to fair 
in North Carolina. 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Irrigation resumed in Florida's 
citrus producing areas. The early bloom cycle was 
nearly complete. Early orange harvest was nearly 
complete. Low temperatures damaged some peaches in 
Virginia. Pruning operations continued in Texas 
citrus groves. Frost damaged a few peaches in the 
Low Plains area. Citrus harvests continued in 
Arizona and California. Some avocado drop occurred 
in California. Desert Valencia orange harvest 
began. 


VEGETABLES: Some wind damage occurred throughout 
Florida's major vegetable producing areas. Snap 
bean, squash, and strawberry harvests were active. 
Plant City's strawberry harvest was at its peak. 
Harvest volumes of lettuce, eggplant, and escarole 
increased. In North Carolina, Irish potato planting 
was 16 percent complete. Early vegetable planting 
was underway in Alabama. In Texas, scattered 
showers slowed vegetable harvests in the Rio Grande 
Valley and San Antonio-Winter Garden area. Insect 
populations were heavy in portions of the Rio Grande 
Valley. Planting resumed in east Texas but was 
delayed by wet field conditions in the High Plains. 
In California, the quality of artichokes, broccoli, 
and cauliflower harvested was variable. Asparagus 


beds were being prepared for harvest in the central 
coast area. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures were mostly fair 
to good in the Delta and East. Rain improved 
grazing prospects in the central and southern Great 
Plains. Range conditions continued to improve in 
California. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descri 


with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Rainfall 0.50 in.; 
north, 3.00 to 4.00 in 
Temperatures near normal to 2 
Acreage intended for spring planting 11% 
prepared, 20% 1989. Fieldwork progress 73% behind 
normal, 1 to 3 weeks; 27% on schedule. Few fields 
corn planted south. Winter wheat 11% poor, 43% 
fair, 46% good. Pastures 2% very poor, 15% poor, 
46% fair, 37% good. Livestock 48% fair, 52% good. 
Hay, roughage supplies for remainder of feeding 
scason 14% short, 80% adequate, 6% surplus. 
Primary activities: Routine care of livestock, 
poultry, catfish; maintenance, repair of 
equipment; planting spring potatoes, early 
vegetable crops, aS weather permitted; top 
dressing winter annuals, cool season grasses; soil 
testing; preparing tax forms; farm planning. 


1.00 te 2.00 ta. 
isolated areas. 
above normal. 


ARIZONA: Unseasonably warm, scattered clouds; 
precipitation none to 0.15 in. Temperatures 47 to 
85 low, elevations, 20 to 78 upper elevations; 
5 to 12° above normal. 

Cotton fieldwork continued, 
fertilizers, herbicides, listing, pre irrigation; 
planting underway southwest, less than 5% 
Statewide. Alfalfa harvest activity mostly light; 
controls for Egyptian alfalfa weevil applied west; 
78% good, 21% fair; crop remained dormant 
southeast. Small grains 75% jointing, 52% 1989, 
51% avg.; heading 16%, 5% 1989, 3% avg.; 75% good, 
25% excellent. Mixed vegetables, valencia 
Oranges, grapefruit harvests continued. Cattle, 
calves mostly fair; higher elevation ranges 
received some moisture, mid elevations received 
little to none; supplemental feeding continued; 
stockwater supplies short most areas; sheep, lambs 
good. 


applying pre plant 


ARKANSAS: Temperatures continued near normal. 
Widespread ° rain, statewide middle of week. 
Extremes 20°; 74 Rainfall 0.27 to 1.63 in. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Very little 
land preparation. Wheat good, some fertilizer 
applied. Fruit potentials good. Pastures 
growing. Livestock good. 


CALIFORNIA: Warm temperatures due to high 
pressure gave way to cooling as warm low pressure 
approached coast bringing rainfall northern, 
central portions State. Very light precipitation 
southern most parts. 

General rains north, central 
interrupted field activities. Small grains good 
growth, most fields good. Russian wheat aphid 
building large numbers Sacramento Valley, southern 
Monterey County, Lancaster area. Controls being 
applied. Land preparations cotton, other spring 
crops active. Seeding sugarbeets, safflower 
increased. Rodent control underway sugarbeets, 
alfalfa. Normal cultural work active. Almonds, 
deciduous tree fruit blooming. Avocado drop. 
Grapefruit, lemon, navel orange harvests active. 
Desert valencia orange picking begun. Artichokes 
moderate supply, variable quality. Broccoli heavy 
supply central coast, variable quality. 
Cauliflower light to heavy supply, variable 
quality. Asparagus beds being prepared harvest. 
Planting processing tomatoes greater westside. 
Replanting vegetables desert. Livestock good 
statewide. Range, pasture conditions, water 
supplies continued improvement due to recent 
rainfall. Supplemental feeding necessary. Sheep 
graze on crop residues. 


weeks end 


ptions of crop and weather conditions important on a na 
tional scale. 
Top Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices Rt: eee 


Nn cooperation 


COLORADO: On 30th light snow, drizzle fell 
across the castern plains, foothills with 1.00 to 
3.00 in. of new snow in the northern, central 
mountains. Precipitation occurred 3lst with 
moisture trace to 1.00 in. Some mountain 
locations received up to 5.00 in. of new snow 
during the remainder of the week. Temperatures 4 
to 6° above normal in the southeast, 8. to 10 
above normal in the northeast 10 to 15 
normal in the west, San Luis Valley. 

Calving, lambing is progressing favorably, very 
limited amount of fieldwork has been completed in 
preparation for seeding spring grains. Recent 
moisture has cased some earlier concern about the 
condition of the winter wheat. 


above 


FLORIDA: Temperatures 1 to 3° above normal most 
areas. Warmest temperatures mid or upper 70s 
across north to low 80s central, south. Lows mid 
30s interior Panhandle, 40s northeast, central 
Peninsula, upper 50s southeast coast. Rain across 
State late week, mostly under 0.50 in. 

Soil moisture Panhandle varied adequate to 
surplus; Peninsula mostly adequate. Dry weather 
welcomed Panhandle, wet areas of northern 
Peninsula. Tobacco transplanting underway. Corn 
planting, land preparation spring seeded crops 
active. Sugarcane harvest continued active. 
Pasture improved, heavier soils, low lying areas 
Panhandle as soils dried. Elsewhere, progress 
good; however, many areas need more rain to 
promote growth. Panhandle pastures generally fair 
to good; Peninsula mostly fair to good, few dry 
pockets remained poor. Cattle, calves fair to 
mostly good. Windy weather with few showers, 
irrigation all citrus areas, abundant new growth, 
carly bloom cycle almost complete. Early orange 
harvest nearly over, salvage harvest’ freeze 
damaged valencias continues. Tangelo, Honey 
tangerine harvest almost complete. Temple harvest 
slowing few good groves remain. Limited wind 
damage throughout major vegetable producing areas. 
Rain late week, beneficial. Harvest continued 
active snap beans, squash, strawberries. Also 
good volume available cabbage, carrots, celery, 
peppers, radishes. Increased volume lettuce, 
eggplant, escarole also available. Plant City 
strawberry harvest at peak. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures above normal. Freezing 
temperatures north, cast central 27th, mountains 
over weekend, Coldest lows, mid 20s mountains, 
mid, upper 30s southeast. Warmest mid, upper 60s 
north, upper 70s extreme southwest. Rainfall 
heaviest northern half 1.00 to 2.00 in. Local 
3.00 in. mountains, under 0.50 in. south, 
southeast less than 0.10 in. 

Soil moisture adequate to mostly surplus. 
Increased land preparation, small grain top 
dressing. Heavy rains weekend saturated fields. 
Small grains fair to good. Bacterial soft rot in 
onions. Tobacco plants excellent. Corn planting 
continued, southwest. Pastures poor to good; 
mostly fair. Livestock fair to good. 


HAWAII: Heavy rainfall over windward, mountain 
areas throughout island chain. Gusty northeast 
winds 15 to 25 mph, overcast skies kept 
temperatures low. Temperatures low 60s to high 
70s. Rainfall none to 17.3 in. 

Days suitable for farm work 7.0. 
production continue in seasonal decline. 


Papaya 
Ginger 
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root planting, harvesting operations 
wet field conditions. Pineapple 
steady. 


hampered by 
harvesting 


IDAHO: 
above 
cast. 
Calving, lambing in full swing, progressing well 
across the State. Livestock good to excellent. 
Hay, roughage supplics short to adequate arcas of 
north. Adequate elsewhere. Some onion, sugarbect 
field preparation southwest, general fieldwork 
north. Fertilizer, manure application south 
central, cast. Some marketing grain, potatoes. 


Temperatures near normal. 
normal in the southwest, 


Precipitation 
south central, 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures near normal across 
State. Rainfall 0.20 in. or less south, scattered 
Showers clsewhere. 

Livestock good to excellent. 


INDIANA: Temperatures 1 to 2° below normal. 
Lows upper 20s, highs upper 30s to low 40s. 
Precipitation up to 0.30 in. Dryness cased 
flooding of low lying areas. 

Fields remain wet most areas. Other activities: 
Top dressing wheat, hauling manure, plowing, 
spreading fertilizer, machinery repair, tax 
preparation, purchasing supplies, processing 
tobacco, selling grain, attending mectings, care 
of livestock. Wheat fair to good. Hay supplies 
adequate. Livestock mostly good. 


IOWA: Temperatures 12 to 18° above normal. 
Extremes 7; 65 . No precipitation across State. 
Livestock mostly good. Fertilizer being applied 
some areas. Tending livestock, repairing 
machinery, bookkeeping, main activities. 


KANSAS: Temperatyres 4 to 6° above normal 
northern third, 3 to 4 above normal central, near 
normal southern third. Precipitation light to non 
existent central, northern areas, 0.31 to 0.88 in. 
southern counties. 
Days suitable for 
short, 64% adequate, 
Short, 53% adequate. 
central, north central 
to very short. Stands 
dormancy, showing 


fieldwork 2.0. Topsoil 18% 
18% surplus. Subsurface 47% 
Wheat generally good except 
where soil moisture short 
southern areas breaking 
growth. Insect, disease 
problems very light. Range, pasture on short 
side; hay, forage supplies generally adequate. 
Lambing, calving full swing; very few problems. 
Farmers top dressing wheat, applying herbicides. 


KENTUCKY: 
30s on 26th. 
Readings near 
below normal, 
southeast. 
weekend. 
Return of cold temperatures caused limited 
stress to winter wheat, fruit damage unknown. Soil 
moisture adequate to surplus. Burley tobacco 
markets held final sales. Tobacco secdbeds will be 
prepared as condition permit. Cold, wet weather 
stressed newborn calves. 


Week began with lows in teens, highs 
Warmer temperatures rest of weck. 
seasonal normals. Precipitation 
0.25 in. west, north to 0.70 in. 
Rain fell mid week, 2nd. Sunny, dry 


LOYISTANA: Temperatures normal. 
79 Rainfall 0.84 to 1.69 in. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 1.7. 
8% adequate, 92% surplus. Spring Plowing 8%, 9% 
1989, 10% avg. Corn planted 0%, 0% 1989, 2% avg. 
Much too wet to plant. Wheat 22% poor, 45% fair, 
33% good. Warm weather caused rapid development, 
a problem if a freeze occurs. Livestock 43% fair, 
57% good. Pasture 31% poor, 58% fair, 11% good. 
Top dressing very limited due to wet fields. 
Vegetables 19% very poor, 48% poor, 33% fair. 


Extremes 30°; 


Soil moisture 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: oPrecipitation 


0,16 ip. Temperature ae normal 37.. Extremes 
64 


t ek F 
DEL AWARE: Precipitation 0,. 32 j”- Temperature 
> normal 38°. Extremes 8 ; 67 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures §° below to 1° above 
normal. Extremes -12°; 52°. Precipitation none 
to 0.70 in. across State. Cold, dry conditions 
with lots of sunshine. 

Adequate snowcover most = arcas. Major 
activities: Repairing equipment, attending 
auctions, plowing snow, marketing hay, caring for 
livestock, purchasing seed, chemicals, fertilizer 
needed for spring planting. Livestock good. Feed 
supplies adequate. Calving, lambing activity 
increasing. 


MINNESOTA: Temperagures near normal to 9° above 
normal. Extremes 29 ; Precipitation trace 
to 0.18 in. Greatest weekly total 0.46 in. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures near normal. 
Extremes 24°; 78°. Dry north, south. Wet 
central. Rainfall 1.48 in., 0.19 above normal. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 1.4. 0.7 1989. 2.9 
avg. Soil moisture 15% adequate, 30% surplus, 55% 
excessive. Wheat 1% very poor, 10% poor, 50% 
fair, 36% good, 3% excellent; 22% jointing. 
Acrial spraying of wheat approaching completion. 
Livestock 5% poor, 50% fair, 45% good. Pastures 
5% very poor, 15% poor, 50% fair, 30% good. Hay 
supplies 25% short, 75% adequate. Feed supplies 
30% short, 70% adequate. Corn, watermelon 
planting starting in southern counties. 
Activities: Limited tillage north, shopwork 
statewide, wheat fertilizing Delta counties. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 3° below normal southern 
areas, near normal clsewhere. Precipitation less 
than 0.25 in. north, around 0.50 in. south. 

Topsoil 18% short, 63% adequate, 19% surplus. 
Subsoil 60% short, 32% adequate, 8% surplus. 
Moisture shortages worst northern third, main 
surplus southeast. Winter wheat 11% poor, 61% 
fair, 28% good. Some uneven wheat stands, acreage 
losses from winter freeze considered minor. 
Showers generally preventing field activities. 
Livestock 14% fair, 78% good, 8% excellent. Damp 
weather contributing to pneumonia problems, mostly 
minor. Hay 5% short, 77% adequate, 18% surplus. 
Livestock water supply 5% critically short, 21% 
short, 74% adequate, main shortages northern 
counties. 


MONTANA: Temperatures 
normal. Southwest had 0.01 to 
precipitation. Dry in all other areas. 

Winter wheat 1% very poor, 14% poor, 41% fair, 
39% good, 5% excellent. Snowcover protection 92% 
poor, 7% fair, 1% good. Wind damage to winter 
wheat 32% none, 40% light, 21% moderate, 7% heavy. 
Cattle, sheep receiving supplemental feed 96%. 
Grazing 96% open, 2% difficult, 2% closed. 
Calving 38% complete, lambing 14%. 


statewide much above 


G.lT . ti. 


NEBRASKA: 
Extremes 
6.10: tn. 
Winter wheat 26% poor, 64% fair, 10% good. Some 
starting to green up in cast, southeast, suffering 
from dry conditions. Blowing soil caused damage 
to some fields in west, north. Feed grain 
supplies average; hay, forage average, to below 
average; pasture, range below average. The open 
winter helped stretch short hay supplies as cattle 
in some areas still grazing stalks. Hay being 
moved from storage areas to feedlots, calving 
areas. Cattle good condition, making excellent 
gains. Calving considered to be 21% complete, 


Temperatures 6 to 9° above normal. 
68 


11°; Precipitation traces up to 
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excellent condition. Lambing also well underway. 
Main activities: Equipment maintenance, calving, 
lambing, attending ecducational meetings, tax 
preparations. Some fieldwork done in southern 
half of State, consisting mainly of cutting, 
shredding stalks, disking, fertilizer application. 
Most areas too dry for fieldwork. Some oats 
planted in southeast. No snowcover. 


NEVADA: High pressure ridge dominated weather 
pattern most of period, weak low pressure system 
brought precipitation, cooler temperatures north 
weekend, while south remained dry, warm. 
Temperatures above normal all areas. 
Light, scattered showers, gusty winds 
fieldwork. Light precipitation not 
significantly to yearly water supply. 


delayed 
adding 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation (rainfall, 
equivalent of snow) less than 0.25 in. for north, 
0.25 to 0.50 in. south, extreme 1.10 in. Wigwam, 
Connecticut. Temperatures single digits near 
Canadian border to mid 20s along south coast. 
Temperatures below’ normal. Major farm 
activities: Repairing machinery, tending 
livestock, moving crops from storage, maple 
Sugaring. 


water 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures much below normal, 28° 
north, 31 south, 35 coastal. Extremes 4°; 58. 
Precipitation much below normal; 0.01 in. north, 
0.02 in. south, 0509 tn. coastal. Heaviest 24 
hour total 0.11 in. on 3rd, 4th. 

Farmers performed machinery maintenance, repair; 
livestock tending; normal winter chores. 


NEW MEXICO: 
rain/snow 


disturbance 
week to the 


Weather 


brought 
carly in the 


higher 
Extremes 11°; 


elgvations, northeastern plains. 
.e % 


NEW YORK: Week began with temperatures well 
below normal. Numerous low temperatures below 
zero, highs only in the teens. Temperatures 
moderated mid week, warming tyend until weekend, 
Highs 50s. Extremes -21 Stillwater, 59 
Jamestown. Snow fell carly week in much of area 
south of Adirondacks, heaviest in Hudson Valley, 
Catskills. Rest of week precipitation was sparse. 

Major Activities: Tending livestock, moving 
crops from storage, machinery repair, attending 
meetings. Producers tapping trees, readying for 
upcoming maple syrup season. An early sap run 
during the week as temperatures warmed to 
unseasonable levels. 


NORTH CAROLINA: 
normal across State. 
in, 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. 
69% adequate, 31% surplus. Pasture 1% very poor, 
6% poor, 45% fair, 47% good, 1% excellent. 
Livestock feed from pasture 32%. Crop condition: 
Wheat, 26% fair, 72% good, 2% excellent; oats 1% 
poor, 30% fair, 68% good, 1% excellent; barley 27% 
fair, 71% good, 2% excellent; rye 23% fair, 74% 
good, 3% excellent; tobacco plant beds 2% poor, 
35% fair, 58% good, 5% excellent. Irish potatoes 
planted 16%; cabbage transplanted 22%. Hay, 
roughage supplics 2% short, 91% adequate, 7% 
surplus. Feed grain supplies 1% very short, 8% 
short, 88% adequate, 3% surplus. Major 
activities: Tobacco bed preparation, seceding, 
topdressing small grains, tending livestock. Other 
activitics included: Land preparation, fertilizing 
pastures, general farm maintenance. 


Temperatures 1 to 2° below 
Precipitation 0.13 to 2.84 


Soil moisture 


NORTH DAKOTA: Mild, dry statewide. Temperatures 
5~ above normal northeast to 13 above normal 


northwest. Precipitation none southern one third 
to 0.04 in. northeast. 

Soil moisture below normal. Snow depth 0.10 in. 
Snowcover protection: rye 1% sufficient, winter 
wheat nonce, alfalfa 6%. Winter wheat 8% very poor, 
42% poor, 48% fair, 2% good; rye 9%, 43%, 48%, 
none. Livestock good, calving 15% completed, 
lambing 32%, shearing 38%. Feed supplies remained 
mostly adequate. Pastures open for grazing 86%. 
Roads open, dry. 


OHIO: Temperatures few degrees subnormal. Highs 
mid 30s to mid 40s. Lows upper teens to mid 20s. 
Very little precipitation; mostly less than 0.25 
in. 

Dry weather helped fields recover from February 
soakings. Soil temperatures normal; mid to upper 
30s. Winter wheat in southern areas greening. 


OKLAHOMA: 
central to 
Precipitation 
central. 

Days suitable for 


above normal 
normal 
Panhandle to 


west 
southeast. 
1.3¢ th. 


Temperatures :° 
9 above 
Gssi" te. 


fieldwork 4.7. Topsoil 5% 
short, 75% adequate, 20% surplus. Subsoil 7% 
short, 93% adequate. Wheat 5% fair, 94% good, 1% 
excellent. Condition improved significantly 
during February. Warm temperatures, ample 
moisture supplies produced upsurgence in growth. 
About 5% acreage jointing. Wet fields hampered 
soil preparation for row crop planting. Cattle 
good; marketing stable, prices down from preceding 
week. 


OREGON: Coast, central area temperatures above 
normal. All other areas were below normal, 
especially extreme 9 South central section where 
Klamath Falls -8 , Lakeview -4 , Little 
precipitation recorded southwest valleys. High 
plateau 0.80 to 1.00 in. Coast 0.50 in. 
Elsewhere 0.20 to 0.30 in., except far cast less 
than 0.10. 

Soil moisture mostly short cast, mostly adequate 
west. Winter wheat fair cast, good to excellent 
west. Grass seed fields fertilized, sprayed with 
herbicides Willamette Valley. Spraying, training 
trellis crops west. Field preparations underway 
for green peas Willamette Valley. Livestock 
mostly good. Range, pastures fair to good. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Commonwealth experienced a cold, 
dry week wit a warming trend at weekend. 
Temperature 25°, 4 below normal. Extremes -10°; 
58 Precipitation 0.05 in., 0.62 in. below 
normal. 

Activities: Spreading manure, 
livestock, maintaining machinery, 
cutting fire wood. 


caring for 
fixing fence, 


PUERTO RICO: Rainfall 0.69 
normal. Highest weekly total 3.17 in. Pico Del 
Este Luquillo, 2.10 in. Maunabo 2SE, 1.43 in. 
Quebradillas. Highest 24 hour total 1.74 in. Pico 
Del Este Luqui}lo. Temperatures 76 to 71, on 
coast, 69 to 71° Interior. Extremes 46; 89°. 


in., 0.15 in. above 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures varied from normal 
to 3° above normal. Precipitation over 2.00 in. 
mountains to none along the coast. 

Farm activities: Concern over tobacco beds due 
to cold weather, land preparation for spring 
planting. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 1 to 13° above 
normal. Extremes «e": G6”. Slight 
precipitation 2 locations for past week with all 
other locations no precipitation. Yearly 
precipitation below normal all but one location. 
Range 0.18 in. above normal to 1.31 in. below 
normal. Snowcover in protected areas of the 
Black Hills. 
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TENNESSEE: High pressure dominated carly week. 
At mid week a developing weather system in 
Louisiana spread rain into State through 3rd. On 
4th fair, cool conditions returned to State. 
Temperatures abgve normal west, slight] below 
normal cast; 4” above normal Memphis, 93 belgw 
normal Crossville. Extremes 16 3 10. 
Precipitation below normal statewide. 
Representative amounts: 0.27 in. Jackson, 1.98 in. 
Chattanooga. Departure for week 0.50 in. below 
normal. 

Soil moisture short to adequate west, 
adequate cast. Primary activities: Tobacco bed 
preparation, seeding, tending livestock, land 
preparation, general farm maintenance. 


TEXAS: Most 
Significant rains 
normal around mid 


mostly 


areas 
occurred. 
week 


received moisture. 

Temperatures below 
much State. Warm 
conditions started week, warming trend occurred 
Over last weekend. The Lower Valley showed 
greatest departure from normal temperatures with 
minus 4. Over southern area off normal by minus 
1. The Rolling Plains slightly cool. Rest of 
State average temperatures. Rainfall above normal 
all divisions. Rainfall departures greatest 
southern areas nearly +0.90 in. 

Crops: Small grain continucd bencfit from good 
moisture conditions in Blacklands, Central Texas. 
Many fields the Low Plains, Cross Timbers showing 
improved growth, greening. Limited amount top 
dressing occurred in Blacklands. Fields planted 
for grazing beginning provide more _ forage. 
Isolated fields showing increased armyworm 
problems. Corn, grain sorghum planting minor 
delays Valley, Coastal Bend because scattered 
showers. Producers in central areas, Blacklands 
ready to begin as fields dry. Most pre plant 
operations completed. Land preparation in Plains 
slowed by wet conditions. Pre watering 
Operations curtailed some. Corn 1% planted, 5% 
1989, 11% avg. Sorghum 0% planted, 3% 1989, 6% 
avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: In the Rio 
Valley, scattered showers limited 
areas for cabbage, celery, lettuce. 
peppers showing varied stands. 
heavy some fields. Pruning operations continued 
citrus groves. San Antonio Winter Garden 
harvesting cabbage, spinach slowed by rain. 
Onions making good progress; some stands think. 
Eastern arcas planting resumed. High Plains onion 
planting delayed some fields because cold, wet 
conditions. In the Trans Pecos, onions continued 
set out. Peaches continued to bloom across State. 
Some isolated damage occurred Low Plains due frost 
on carly blooming trees. 

Range and Livestock: 
pasture condition continued with additional 
moisture. Much needed rain fell many areas 
parched southern areas. Growth greening many 
grasses increased. Calving, lambing activities 
continued steady. Both crops look good. Feeding 
activity steady. 


UTAH: Light to moderate precipitation extreme 
northwestern corner, few sprinkles elsewhere. 


Grande 
harvest some 

Cantaloupe, 
Insect populations 





Improvement in range 





Temperatures 6° above 
fog produced maximums 7 
below. 

Warm temperatures further depleted snowcover for 
field crops, decreased the mountain snow pack. 
Light rains near the end of the week helped 
replenish the low soil moisture levels in northern 
areas. Major farm activities include: Calving, 
lambing, farm maintenance. 


ormal except Uinta Basin 
8 ; 6 
below normal, minimums 1 


VIRGINIA: Weather conditions were relatively 
dry, cool with temperatures about 5 below normal. 
Extremes -4"; 68%. Precipitation sparse with most 
areas receiving 0.25 in. or less. Western areas 
0.50 in. or more. 

Days suitable for ficldwork 3.2. Topsoil 20% 
surplus, 80% adequate. Pasture 10% excellent, 51% 
good, 21% fair, 13% poor, 5% very poor. Alfalfa 
4% excellent, 58% good, 19% fair, 16% poor, 3% 
very poor. Barley 5% excellent, 47% good, 42% 
fair, 6% poor. Wheat 11% excellent, 45% good, 37% 
fair, 7%. peer. Peach 8% good, 33% fair, 44% 
poor, 15% very poor. Tobacco plantbed 44% good, 
56% fair. Maple syrup production, topdressing 
small grains continue. Tobacco plantbed seceding 
more active, pruning fruit trees, planting 
potatoes, plowing. Peach tree damage from the 
cold spell range from no damage to extensive 
damage. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures normal to 6° above 
normal, east; 1 te 7 above normal, west. 
Precipitation none to 0.01 in., east; none to 0.21 
in., west. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. 
20% short, 70% adequate, 10% surplus. Range, 
pasture 65% short, 35% adequate. Hay, other 
roughage 25% very short, 15% short, 55% adequate, 
5% surplus. Field activities increased where soil 
moisture levels permitted planting, fertilizer 
application, weed control. Wheat 5% poor, 30% 
fair, 65% good. Pruning of canebecrrics, fruit 
trees continued. The daffodil harvest was 
beginning, while the rhubarb harvest was tapering 
off. Calving, lambing continucd, pastures were 
beginning to green up in western areas. 


Soil moisture 


WEST VIRGINIA: 
normal. Extremes -13 ; 
in., also below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.1. 
9% short, 56% adequate, 
good to excellent. 


Temperatyre $3” 1 ‘to 4° below 
59 


Precipitation 0.45 


Soil moisture 
35% surplus. Livestock 
Calving 39% complete; lambing 
38% complete. Feed supplies adequate. Wheat, 
barley fair to good. Farm activities: Calving, 
lambing, feeding cattle, plowing. 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 23°. Extremes -18°; 
56 Precipitation trace to 0.10. Snowfal! trace 
to 1.00 in. north 26th; 1.50 in. north 3rd; 1.00 
to 3.00 in. northeast 4th. 


WYOMING: Temperatures 
Precipitation well below normal. 

Winter wheat fair to good. Livestock mostly 
good, with supplemental feeding continuing. 
Calving, lambing, shearing becoming rare active. 
Warmer weather reducing stress. 


above normal. 
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FEBRUARY 1990 


WONTHLY DATA FROM SELECTED FOREIGN CITIES 
CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER-NMC-NWS-NOAA 
International Weather and Crop Summary *** = DATA NOT AVAILABLE 


HIGHLIGHTS COUNTRY CITY an sana weer 
(C) (MM) 

February 25-March 3, 1990 AVG AVG HI LO DPART DPART 
MAX MIN MAX MIN AVG F/NRM TOTAL 
11 -10 9.9 93.5 
13. -5 71.3 
10 -9 115.1 
13° -1 205.0 
14 -2 110.8 
18 «60 105.0 
17 +O 133.0 

0 114.8 
21.3 
36.8 
140.6 
143.2 





NORWAY OSLO 
WESTERN USSR ... The eighth consecutive week of SWEDEN STOCKHOLM 
unseasonably warm weather covers winter grains FINLND HELSINKI 
over the region. U KING GLASGOW 
EDINBURGH 
NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... Continued unseasonably BIRMINGHAM 
warm, dry weather stresses winter grains in or LONDON 
nearing reproduction. IRELND DUBLIN 
ICELND REYKJAVIK 
EUROPE ... A late-winter storm brings high winds DENMRK COPENHAGEN 
and heavy rain to- much of the north. LUXEMB LUXEMBOURG 
Unfavorable dryness continues in Italy. SWITZL ZURICH 
GENEVA 
SOUTH ASIA ... Continuing unseasonable rain FRANCE PARIS 
across the north increases irrigation reserves STRASBOURG 
but causes local flooding and crop damage. BOURGES 
BORDEAUX 
EASTERN ASIA ... Heavy rain persists across the TOULOUSE 
south. Abnormally cool temperatures halt growth MARSEILLE 
of crops in the southeast. VALLADOLID 
MADRID 
SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Heavy rain covers southern SEVILLE 
Indonesia. Unseasonably heavy rain continues LEIPZIG 
over Indochina. DRESDEN 
HAMBURG 
SOUTH AFRICA ... Light to moderate rain covers BERLIN 
the area. Corn is filling to maturing. DUSSELDORF 
STUTTGART 
SOUTH AMERICA ... Variable showers fall over NURNBERG 
south-central Brazil and Argentina. Early MUNICH 
summer crop harvesting is underway. AUSTRI VIENNA 
INNSBRUCK 
AUSTRALIA ++. Much needed heavy rain helps CZECH PRAGUE 
alleviate dryness for sugarcane in the POLAND WARSAW 
northeast. LODZ 
KATOWICE 
PRZEMYSL 
BUDAPEST 
SARAJEVO 
BUCHAREST 
SOFIA 
MILLAN 
VERONA 
VENICE 
GENOA 
ROME 
NAPLES 
GREECE THESSALONIKA 
LARISSA 
ATHENS 
TURKEY ISTANBUL 
ANKARA 
CYPRUS LARNACA 
USSR TALLINN 
LENINGRAD 
KAUNAS 
MINSK 
KAZAN 
MOSCOW 
SVERDLOVSK -13 
OMSK -15 
KUSTANAY -16 
KRASNOY ARSK -16 
NOVOSIBIRSK -10 -17 
BARNAUL -9 -15 
KHABAROVSK -10 -20 -15 
VLADIVOSTOK -2 -9 -6 
KIEV 5 0O 3 
LVOV 7 #O 18 4 
KIROVOGRAD 5 -1 19 -€ 2 


BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS 
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COUNTRY CITY TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION | COUNTRY CITY TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION 
(C) (MM) (C) (MM ) 

AVG AVG HI LO DPART DPART AVG AVG HI LO DPART DPART 

MAX MIN MAX MIN AVG F/NRM TOTAL F/NRM MAX MIN MAX MIN AVG F/NRM 

2 19 <2 6.2 17.3 -23.5|TANZAN DAR ES SALAAM 33 24 35 21 0.7 
1-4 111.4 GABON LIBREVILLE 30 24 32 23 ea 
il) at 20.8 TOGO LOME 33 25 22 
7 -18 B FASO OUAGADOUGOU 35 19 15 
15 -5 IVRY C ABIDJAN 31 24 22 
14 -18 MOZAMB MAPUTO 30 22 20 
18 -8 ZAMBIA KABWE 7 17 11 
16 -16 ZIMBAB HARARE 16 13 
KRASNODAR 8 38 S AFRI PRETORIA 16 14 
ORENBURG 4 -25 KROONSTAD 14 6 
TSELINOGRAD -10 0 JOHANNESBURG 11 6 
KARAGANDA -9 0 BETHAL 12 8 

TBILISI 8 19 DURBAN 21 

TASHKENT 9 17 CAPE ‘TOWN 17 
ASHKHABAD 11 21 TORONTO -8 
DAMASCUS 14 20 MONTREAL at? 
JERUSALEM 12 3:46 WINNIPEG =01 
KARACHI 26 33 REGINA -19 
AMRITSAR 20 25 SASKATOON =i 
NEW DELHI 22 27 LETHBRIDGE =12 
AHMEDABAD 30 35 CALGARY -14 
INDORE 29 EDMONTON -16 
CALCUTTA 29 VANCOUVER =] 
VERAVAL 30 MEXICO GUADALAJARA: 9 
BOMBAY 32 MEXIOO CITY 10 
POONA 32 ACAPULOO 32 33 
BEGAMPET 33 BERMUD ST. GEORGES 17 
MADRAS 32 BAHAMA NASSAU 20 
MANGALORE 33 CUBA HAVANA 20 
HONG KONG 18 JAMAIC KINGSTON 31 22 
PYONGYANG GUADEL RAIZET 20 
SEOUL MARTNQ LAMENTIN 9 22 

SAPPORO BARBAD BRIDGETOWN 
NAGOYA TRINID PORT OF SPAIN 30 21 
TOKYO CUOLOMB BUGOTA 8 
YOKOHAMA VENEZU CARACAS 22 
KYOTO F GUIA CAYENNE 23 
OSAKA BRAZIL FORTALEZA 30 24 
THAILN PHETCHABUN RECIFE 22 
BANGKOK BELO HORIZONTE 20 
MALAYS KUALA LUMPUR CAMPO GRANDE 31 20 
VIETNM HANOI FRANCA 19 

CHINA HARBIN RIO DE JANEIRO 

HAMI LONDRINA 31 20 
LANCHOW SANTA MARIA 30. 21 
BEIJING LIMA 19 
TIENTSIN LA PAZ 3 
LHASA SANTIAGO 30 11 
KUNMING IGUAZU 20 
CHENGCHOW FORMOSA 32 21 
YEHCHANG CERES 20 
HANKOW CORDOBA 17 
CHIHKIANG RIO CUARTO 18 
SHANGHAI ROSARIO 19 
NANCHANG BUENOS AIRES 19 
TAIPEI SANTA ROSA 17 
CANTON TRES ARROYOS 14 


NANNING MIDWAY ISLAND 17 
CNRY I LAS PALMAS NOUMEA 23 


MOROCC CASABLANCA NAUSORI 24 
MARRAKECH PAGO PAGO 24 
ALGERI ALGER PAPEETE 24 
BATNA AUCKLAND 18 


TUNISI TUNIS PORT MORESBY <% 23 
NIGER NIAMEY DARWIN < 25 


MALI TIMBUKTU MOREE < 20 

BAMAKO BRISBANE 22 
MAURIT NOUAKCHOTT PERTH ‘ 18 
SENBEGL DAKAR CEDUNA 16 
CHAG A DIKGO GARCIA ADELAIDE 16 
LIBYA TRIPOLI MELBOURNE 14 

BENGHAZI WAGGA 16 
EGYPT CAIRO CANBERRA 14 


ASWAN PHILIP MANILA x 23 
ETHLOP ADDIS ABABA 


KENYA NAIROBI 


ODESSA 
YALTA 
VORONEZH 
SARATOV 
KHARKOV 
VOLGOGRAD 
ROSTOV 
ASTRAKHAN 
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EUROPE 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 

(Sem = 1 MICH) “ 
FEB 2S5-MAR 3, 











EDAAGDA JOINT AGRICA TURAL EATER FACILITY 
base OF PORLIBIRAST agpOETS 








WESTERN USSR ... The eighth consecutive week of 
unseasonably warm weather covered the region. EUROPE aie An intense, late-winter storm 
Weekly average temperatures ranged from 8 to 12 affected much of northern Europe, beginning in 
degrees Celsius (C) above normal. Highest the extreme northwest on the 25th and ending on 
weekly temperatures ranged from 16 to 20 degrees the list in the northeast. The storm brought 
C in the Ukraine and North Caucasus and 5-10 winds in excess of 100km per hour, moderate to 
degrees C in the Central region, Volga Vyatsk heavy rain and snow (15-40mm, with scattered 
region, and the Volga. Precipitation continued amounts in excess of 60mm), and extensive 
light (3-10mm, with isolated amounts in excess property damage to much of the region, 
of 20mm) and was widespread. Even though most especially to northwestern areas. Winter grains 
of the major winter wheat areas have been in the region remain largely unaffected by the 
without a protective snow cover during most of storn, although above-normal precipitation 
the winter, continued mild weather has associated with a string of storms since late 
diminished the potential for significant January has left most northwestern soils at or 
winterkill due to extreme cold. The mild near saturation prior to the beginning of active 
weather, however, has caused winter grains to vegetative growth. In the south, light to 
lose winter hardiness, and some reports indicate moderate rain (5-20mm, with isolated amounts in 
the crop is greening in the extreme west and excess of 25mm) helped reduce dryness in 
south. sections of the Balkans and scattered heavy rain 
(25-50mm, with isolated amounts greater than 
50mm) fell in extreme western and southern 
sections of the Iberian Peninsula. Much of 
Italy remained unfavorably dry. Mild 
temperatures continued (3-8 degrees C above 
normal) in most crop areas, although colder, 
more seasonable temperatures returned to western 
and northern Europe by week’s end. 


0 DRY , 
~ ay SOUTH AFRICA ... Light to moderate rain (5-25mm) 
‘ swept across South Africa’s primary crop 
1 
‘ 
bY 





7 regions, with pockets of heavier rain (25-46mm) 
c POLNBIOE occurring in the northern Maize Triangle and 
fringe areas north and east of the Triangle. 
Temperatures across the region averaged near 
normal, with highs ranging from the mid-20’s to 
low 30°s Cc. Recent weeks of drier weather in 
the west have favored corn maturation, while in 
the east, moisture reserves are generally 
favorable for late-planted, immature corn. 
Rainfall was light (3-17mm) over Natal’s sugar 
region. Dry weather returned to the Cape 
Province, following last week’s beneficial rain. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 
week of 
winter 
as dry 
average 


The fourth consecutive 

unseasonably warm, dry weather covered 
grains in Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia, 
conditions continued to itensify. Weekly 
temperatures were 3-5 degrees C above 
normal, with the highest weekly temperatures 
ranging from 23 to 29 degrees C. The continued 
unfavorably dry weather over the region has 
reduced yield prospects for winter grains in or 
nearing reproduction. In Algeria, insufficient 
moisture in central and eastern areas since the 
beginning of the growing season has likely 
stunted plant growth and accelerated crop 
development. Rain is needed soon to prevent 
further declines in yield. 


AUSTRALIA ... Remnants of Tropical Cyclone Greg 
brought much needed heavy rain (50-100mm, with 
scattered amounts in excess of 100mm) to nearly 
all of coastal eastern Queensland, helping to 
alleviate dryness for vegetative sugarcane. The 
precipitation was the heaviest to fall in the 
region since last November. Further inland, 
moderate to heavy rain (10-40mm) benefited 
late-planted summer crops but slowed drydown and 
maturation of cotton and corn across interior 
eastern Queensland. Summer crop areas of New 
South Wales remained mostly dry. In the south, 
scattered rain (5-15mm, with isolated amounts 
greater than 15mm) fell in most crop areas. 
Mean temperatures were above normal in the south 
and near normal in the east. 


SOUTH ASIA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25am = | INCH) 

FEB 25-MAR 3, 1990 
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SOUTH ASIA 
or more) 
northern 
continuing 


».. Moderate to heavy rain (25-50mm 
fell over winter wheat areas from 
Pakistan to western Uttar Pradesh, 

the recent trend of unseasonable 
rainfall that has greatly increased irrigation 
reserves. Excessive rain (50-147mm), however, 
in Pakistan and in India from Haryana to western 
Uttar Pradesh likely caused local flooding and 
crop damage. Winter wheat is filling to 
maturing across most areas, necessitating drier 
and warmer weather for crop drydown and 
harvesting, which is usually well underway by 
the end of March. Elsewhere, variable rain 
(10-52mm) continued to benefit immature rice in 
the east as dry weather again dominated India’s 
cotton region, favoring late harvesting. Weekly 
temperatures averaged above normal over 
southeastern India but 1-4 degrees C below 
normal elsewhere, reflecting last week’s 
temperature pattern. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Variable, unseasonably heavy 
rain (10-50mm or more) continued for the third 
consecutive week from eastern Thailand to 
northern Vietnam, improving moisture reserves. 
Weekly temperatures averaged below normal over 
the affected area, but by week’s end, seasonably 
hot weather (highs in the low to mid-30’s C) 
returned to eastern Thailand. Dry weather 
persisted over peninsular Thailand. Only light 
rain (25mm or less) covered Malaysia and the 
northern half of Indonesia, but heavy rain 
(50-100mm or more) covered southern Indonesia. 
Excessive rain (100-192mm) continued in southern 
Sumatra and extended eastward across Java, 
causing more local flooding. In the 
Philippines, mostly dry weather covered the 
islands. Temperatures averaged near to above 
normal, with highs in the low to mid-30’s C, 
maintaining high evaporative losses. 
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TOTAL PaEEINTATON mem 
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EASTERN ASIA wes Moderate to heavy rain 
(15-50mm, with isolated amounts in excess of 
70mm) continued across much of southern China, 
Taiwan, and the lower Yangtze Valley, keeping 
soils near_ saturation. Much below-normal 
temperatures (3-7 degrees C below normal) halted 
growth of recently transplanted early rice in 
the extreme south and winter grains in southern 
growing areas in Yangtze Valley. Elsewhere, 
heavy rain (20-60mm, with isolated amounts 
greater than 60mm) fell in sections of central 
and southern Japan and in eastern sections of 
the Korean Peninsula. Northern Chinese crop 
areas were mostly dry. Milder-than-normal 
temperatures (1-3 degrees C above normal) 
continued across northern growing areas for the 
fourth consecutive week. 


SOUTH AMERICA eee 
locally heavy 


In south-central Brazil, 
showers (50-100mm, with scattered 
amounts of 100-200mm) fell in southern Minas 
Gerais and Goias in the far northern soybean 
areas, and in extreme eastern Rio Grande do Sul 
in the south. In the primary soybean areas, 
light to moderate showers (1-25mm) spread over 
western portions of Rio Grande do Sul, Parana, 
and Sao Paulo, and over most of Mato Grosso do 
Sul. Moisture is generally adequate for filling 
soybeans, but recent warm weather hastened soil 
moisture loss. Early soybean harvesting has 
begun. In Argentina, showers (10-24mm) 
benefited immature crops in northern Buenos 
Aires and extreme southern Santa Fe. Dry 
weather prevailed again further north, with 
rainfall averaging 6mm or less throughout 
Cordoba, most of Santa Fe, and northern cotton 
areas. The dryness favored early summer crop 
harvesting. Hot weather late in the week in the 
north increased stress on immature crops. 
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